
 
Where can we bring life and hope? 
CST:  
Action: Anzac Day – Write to politicians  
Links:   
 

 
Growing a Culture of Peace monthly bulletin for parishes and schools!  

From the Columban Mission Institute Centre for Peace Ecology and Justice!  

No 10,  November 2011: “Short-Termism”.  

For further information contact:  

Anne Lanyon, Co-ordinator, Columban Mission Institute Centre for Peace, Ecology and 
Justice, Locked Bag 2002, Strathfield NSW 2135 

Ph 02 9352 8021 Fax 02 9746 8033 Email pej.cmi@columban.org.au 

 

  
Centre for Peace Ecology and Justice 

  

 

 

  

Growing a Culture of Peace  

#10: “Short-Termism”  

November 6
th

: 32
nd

 Sunday Ordinary Time, Matt 25: 1-13 

 
Reflection: What is the equivalent in the 21st Century of keeping our lamps alight ready for the 
fulfillment of the reign of God?  Matthew’s Gospel tells us several times we will be called to 
account for how we live our lives not by having more, but by how well we love God and our 
neighbour. Common sense tells us that it is wise to practice this as if each day was our last. The 
dominant economic system is based on short-termism seeking a quick profit, exemplified by the 
frenzied activity of the stockmarket. Our task is to use the gift of life positively to build up 
community instead of wasting the resources of the planet for short term financial gain. Maybe this 
is what those who are occupying Wall St are responding to! 
 
Fact File: One short-term financial activity is Vulture Funds. These are private investment firms 
that prey on the world’s poorest countries looking for debts that they are struggling to repay. They 
then purchase the debt on the secondary market for a cheap price, and sue the poor country to 
recover the full value of the debt, plus interest, penalties and legal fees.  
 
Learn more:  A Vulture Fund recently sued the Democratic Republic of Congo for $100 million. 
The DRC has had a war that has claimed almost 3.5 million lives, has an almost non-existent 
infrastructure, and almost 80 per cent of its 66 million population live below the poverty line. 
 
Action: Join the many religious groups and parishes which are supporting the Jubilee Australia 
Vulture Fund postcard campaign. See www.jubileeaustralia.org   
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